
S I N G  T H E  A L M I G H T Y  P O W E R  O F  G O D

T h r e e  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  a g o ,  o n  J u l y  1 7 , 1 6 J 4 ,  a  b o y  w a s  b o r n  w h o  w a s
d e s t i n e d  t o  b e  c a l l e d  " T h e  F a t h e r  o f  E n g l i s h  H y m n o d y . "  H i s  n a m e  w a s
l s a a c  W a t t s .  H e  w a s  b o r n  i n  S o u t h a m p t o n ,  E n g l a n d .

That  word "hymnody" might  be unfami l iar  to  you.  However,  the f i rs t  four  le t ters  real ly  show what  the
word is  about  hymns!  Hymnody means the study of  wr i t ing of  hymns.  lsaac as a boy showed s igns of
becoming a poet  for  he of ten amused h is  parents wi th the rhymes he thought  up.

Dur ing lsaac 's  growing up years the churches of  England (and many other  countr ies,  too)  fe l t  that  only
Psalms,  or  por t ions of  the Psalms,  out  of  the Bib lc  should be sung in  the serv ices.  For  many years hymns
such as we now s ing in  our  churches were thought  not  to  be sacred enough s ince they had a l l  been wr i t ten
by ord inary human beings.  Of  course,  the Book of  Psalms was a lso wr i t ten by humans but three hundred
years ago this fact was disregarded.

At  any rate lsaac Watts  and severa l  o ther  church wr i ters  of  h is  day fe l t  that  the arrangements of  the Psalms
that  had been wr i t ten were very ar t i f ic ia l ,  unpoet ic ,  contr ived,  and hard to s ing.  Too,  the meaning was of ten
lost  through these "paraphrases."  This  is  the word used to descr ibe these Psalm songs.

One day when lsaac ventured to speak to one of  the of f ic ia ls  of  h is  fa ther 's  church about  the dreary psalm-
s inging th is  man answered by saying,  "Give us something bet ter ,  young man."  lsaac,  a l though only  

'18 years
old at  that  t ime,  accepted the chal lenge and h is  f i rs t  hymn was sung the fo l lowing Sunday evening.  In  that
f i rs t  hymn therc was a note of  prophesy as i t  sa id in  par t  to :  "Prepare new honors for  His  Name, ond songs
before unknown."

That  hymn met  wi th such a warm recept ion that  lsaac Watts  was encouraged to wr i le  others.  In  the next
two years he wrote nearly 210 hymns that appeared in his first Hymnbook titled Hymns dnd Spirituol Songs.

He wrote many of  h is  hymns for  ch i ldren.  Our hymn study " l  S ing the Almighty Power of  God" was one of
these. This hymnbook for children carried the Iong, descriptive title "Divine Songs Attempted in Easy Lan-
guoge for the Use of Children.'

In  our  hymn Mr.  Wat ts  descr ibes many of  the g i f ts  we've been g iven by God.  How many can you count?

This is  a wonderfu l  song of  pra ise and thanks to God our  Creator .

The music  used wi th th is  text  is  ca l led "Forest  Green."  l t  is  a  lovely ,  joyfu l  tune that  is  an o ld Engl ish fo lk
melody.  ln  music  s tudy there is  a word used of ten concern ing the pat tern of  a  melody.  Thatword is form.
To describe quickly the form of melodies each phrase is given one of the first letters of the alphabet. For
example the f i rs t  phrase or  l ine is  ca l led A.  l f  the second phrase or  l ine is  d i f ferent  i t  may be cal led B.  l f ,
however ,  those l ines are the same both receive the name A.  Our tune "Forest  Green" has the AABA forr .
Only the th i rd I ine is  d i f ferent  so i t  is  g iven B as i ts  form name. Not ice that  the f i rs t ,  second and four th l ines
of  the tune are a l l  a l ike.  Now can you see the form of  th is  tune? This  makes i t  very easy to learn.

An in terest ing exper iment  that  you and your  choi r  might  t ry  is  to  s ing the wel l -known Chr is tmas poem
"O Li t t le  Town of  Beth lehem" to th is  tune.  The mood and feel ing of  the words are qui te  d i f ferent  f rom the
way we feel  when we s ing the melody wi th which we usual ly  associate i t ,  aren ' t  they? Did you enjoy the new
t u n e  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l i a r  w o r d s ?
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